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INVESTIGATION 


x-Trump aides charged in Russia probe 


Manafort, associate Gates indicted on money 
laundering, conspiracy charges; ex-adviser 
pleads guilty to lying to FBI about Kremlin ties 


By Chad Day and Eric Tucker 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » The special coun- 
sel investigating possible coor- 
dination between the Kremlin 
and President Donald Trump’s 
campaign for the White House 
announced charges indicting 
Trump’s former campaign chair- 
man and revealing how an ad- 
viser lied to the FBI about meet- 
ings with Russian intermediaries. 

The formal charges against a 
total of three people are the first 
public demonstration that spe- 


cial counsel Robert Mueller and 
his team believe they have iden- 
tified criminal conduct. 

Paul Manafort, who steered 
Trump’s campaign for much of 
last year, and business associ- 
ate Rick Gates ended the day un- 
der house arrest on charges that 
they funneled payments through 
foreign companies and bank ac- 
counts as part of their private po- 
litical work in Ukraine. 

George Papadopoulos, also a 
former campaign adviser, faced 
further questioning and then sen- 


only — criminal case that links 
the Trump election effort to the 
Kremlin. 

Manafort and Gates, who 
pleaded not guilty in federal 
court, are not charged with any 
wrongdoing as part of the Trump 
campaign, and the president im- 
mediately sought to distance him- 
self from the allegations. He said 
on Twitter that the alleged crimes 
occurred “years ago,” and he in- 
sisted anew that there was “NO 
COLLUSION” between his cam- 
paign and Russia. 

But potentially more perilous 
for the president was the guilty 
plea by former adviser Papado- 
poulos, who admitted in newly 
unsealed court papers that he was 
told in April 2016 that the Rus- 
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Gates Papadopoulos 


Paul Manafort, left, leaves 
federal court in Washington on 
Monday. Manafort, President 
Donald Trump’s former 
campaign chairman, and 
Manafort’s business associate 
Rick Gates pleaded not guilty 
to charges of conspiracy 

and other counts unrelated 

to Trump’s campaign. Ex- 
campaign adviser George 
Papadopoulos pleaded guilty to 
lying to federal agents during 
the campaign probe. 


ENERGY 


GET READY TU SHELL OUT MURE AT 
THE PUMP: GAS TAX RISES THIS WEEK 


WHERE THE GAS MONEY GOES 


What goes into the price of a gallon 
of gas in California? 


— 44% Crude oil cost 


m21% 


Refinery costs/profits 
Distribution, 


TAXES —9% State excise tax 
m 6% Federal excise tax 


Se 2% State/local sales tax 


—1% State underground 
storage fee tax 


As of September 25 


Projected 10-year funding total for SB1 


Los Angeles County 
Orange County 
Riverside County 

San Bernardino County 


$4,399,830,767 
$1,481,103,814 
$1,049,850,025 
$990,994,222 
JEFF GOERTZEN, SCNG 


Source: California Energy Commission 


The 12 cents a gallon hike will raise money for road repairs and 
upgrades; it comes as stations switch to cheaper winter blend 


By Jeff Horseman 
jhorseman@scng.com 
@JeffHorseman on Twitter 


The day after Halloween, an unpop- 
ular force lurking in gas pumps will 
start siphoning more money from Cali- 
fornians’ wallets. 

It’s not the plot from a horror movie. 
It’s a 12 cents per gallon increase in the 
state’s base gasoline-excise tax that takes 
effect Wednesday. The increase raises 
the tax to 30 cents a gallon, with ad- 


WORLD SERIES 


justments for inflation starting in 2020 
that could make it even more expensive. 

Taxes on California diesel fuel are go- 
ing up as well. The excise tax on diesel 
will rise 20 cents, making the total tax 
36 cents a gallon. And the diesel sales 
tax rate will go from 1.75 percent to 5.75 
percent. 

But wait. There’s a sequel. 

Starting next year, a new fee ranging 
from $25 to $175 based on a vehicle’s 
worth will be added to the cost of vehi- 
cle registration, with zero-emission ve- 


hicles subject to a $100 annual fee start- 
ing in July 2020. 

It’s all intended to raise $5.2 billion 
a year for the next 10 years to fix ail- 
ing roads, build new highways and fund 
other transportation improvements 
throughout the state. The tax hikes and 
new fees are the foundation of SB1, a 
transportation funding bill that nar- 
rowly passed the Legislature in April. 

The 12 cents a gallon increase may not 
be noticeable at first. 
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Dodgers and Astros 
in emotional overdrive 


By Jeff Miller 
jmiller@scng.com 
@jeffmillerOCR on Twitter 


They led by four and then it 
was tied. They led by three and 
then it was tied. They led by 
one and then it was tied. They 
trailed by three and then it was 
tied. 

They were tied and then it 
was ... 


Over? 

Yes, then it was over. Just like 
that. 

As suddenly as a line drive 
off the bat of a Houston Astro 
found the turf of Minute Maid 
Park. 

As swiftly as the legs of a 
Houston Astro sent the winning 


run skidding across home plate. 
A marathon clipped in anin- Los Angeles Dodgers’ Yasiel Puig reacts after striking out during 
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Judge 
blocks 
Trump 


order 


Calls ban on 

transgender troops 
discrimination not 
supported by facts 


By Bob Egelko 


San Francisco Chronicle 


SANFRANCISCO » A federal judge 
has blocked President Donald 
Trump’s order to exclude trans- 
gender people from the armed 
forces, saying Monday that the 
directive was an act of discrim- 
ination unsupported by any ev- 
idence that its victims were dis- 
ruptive or unfit for service. 
Trump announced in a series 
of early morning tweets July 26 
that, after consultation with un- 
identified “generals and mili- 
tary experts,” he had decided on 
a ban because of “the tremen- 
dous medical costs and disrup- 
tion that transgender in the mil- 
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INSIDE 


Exhibit revisits fire’s 
devastation, recovery 

A Riverside photographer's new 
exhibit shows images of 2016's 


Blue Cut fire, including its peak 
and its aftermath. LOCAL 1 


TERRY PIERSON —STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Jayden Richardson, 7, of Riverside 
eats at Raising Cane’s in Riverside. 


Hungry for some chicken? 
There’s a new place in town 
Raising Cane’s, which is known 
for making mean chicken fingers, 


officially opens today in Riverside. 
BUSINESS on NEWS 6 


WEATHER 
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Temecula: Desert: Mountains: 
67/52 82/63 61/40 
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